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division march  at the  head of his infantry, preceded by
Castex's light cavalry brigade.

Three leagues from Borisoff the Eussian advance-guard
caine in contact with our cuirassiers, who, having had very
little fighting in the course of this campaign, had begged
for the honour of being placed in the first line. At the
sight of these five regiments, which were still strong and
well mounted, the Russian cavalry stopped short. Recovering
their courage, however, they advanced again. Then our
cuirassiers with a furious charge overthrew them, killing or
capturing a thousand men. Tchichagoff, who had been
assured that Napoleon's army was by this time only a
disorderly and unarmed crowd, was not prepared for such
vigour, so he retreated in haste towards Borisoff. It usually
happens that after executing a charge the big horses of the
heavy cavalry, especially the cuirassiers, cannot go on gallop-
ing. It was, therefore, the 23rd and 24th Chasseurs who
were ordered to pursue the enemy while the cuirassiers came
on at a slackened pace in the second line.

Tchichagoff had not only committed the mistake of
coming to meet Oudinot's corps, but he had also caused all
the baggage wagons of his army, to the number of more
than 1,500, to follow him. So great, therefore, was the
disorder in the headlong retreat of the Russians towards1.
Borisoff that Castex's two regiments often found their march
hampered by the vehicles which the enemy had abandoned.
This hindrance became still greater when we entered the*
town, the streets of which were crowded with baggage and
draught horses, among which were streaming the Russian
soldiers, who had thrown away their arms, and were trying to
get back to the Russian regiments. Still, we reached the
middle of the town, but only after losing precious time, by
which the enemy profited to get across the river.1 The*
marshal's orders were to reach the bridge and try to cross it,
together with the Russian fugitives ; but in order to do this,
it was necessary to know where the bridge was, and none of
us was acquainted with the town. At length niy troopers
1 Tchichagoffs memoirs fully confirm all these details. Oudinot made the cuirassier
